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‘Alentejo has surely made Alicante Bouschet its own. Blended or flying
solo, it brought marked structure and savoury complexity to Alentejo’s
mid-range and premium medal winners’

Sarah Ahmed, Reglonal Chalr

BAGGING TROFHIES HAS become almost par for the

course for Portugal’s fortified Moscatels, and Douro 258 AR
and Alentejo reds, ‘Almost’ because, with 250-plus ' . i

B YR 2 : AZORES : 1
native varieties, Portugal retains the capacity to . i
surprise and delight. Take this vear's Trophy- 26 ol 1 H s
winning white, a blend of 5iria and Fonte Cal from ) - Atlarbic i
Beira Interior; and Portugal’s highest performing 27 Owan g m -
rosés al DWWA to date, two Silver medal winners. e H- s I
I's encouraging to see these lesser-linown varieties ' ’ 4] -,
perform so well when Lreated sympathetically. MADEIRA ; E E ;
What's more, both offer that all too rare combination, Funchai
bang for buck with interest — an area in which 28 = Ry &
Portugal could excel since winemaking standards Hoiks
are improving countrywide. Portuguese DOC’s da Foz 8|
What should we buy from here? ; #ﬂ'ﬁﬁﬁm 0
[t's not native to Portugal, but Alentejo has surely ¥ Porto and Dourg L
made Alicante Bouschet its own. Blended or flying : ;m:m B ¢ SPAIN
solo, this French Grenachel/Petit Bouschet crossing E Lafass "?
brought marked structure and savoury complexity 7 Déo i
to Alentejo’s mid-range and premium medal : mmrlm PORTUGAL s N
winners, As for Alentejo’s entry-level reds, two Gold W0 Obidas F. 18 i
medals (the Syrah blend a repeat Trophy winner) 11 Torres Vedras | 4 5 %\é
attest that the best are world class. Though you 12 Alanquier 208 gl
might expect fortified Moscatel (southern France's ;: E]':da Vo
Muscat) to flourish in Alentejo, it's the tempering 15 Bucslas ] :
influence of the Atlantic (in Setabal) or altitude 16 Cplaras Atlantic £
{in the Douro) which catapults Portugal's heady :: E:*I‘ET'“‘E Ocean % ;
but exquisitely balanced Moscatels into a league 19 san: 3 :.f - — o E
of their own. 20 Alanteio T

21 Lagos 25 Geackasa 21 Vf 23] i

What should we leave on the shelf? 22 Portiméo 26 Biscoitos - ﬁfd
Less impressive were those entries where the stamp f‘ ggﬁ: :; E::EH Cabode —  Lagos Faro

of winemaking stymied terroir or purity of varietal
expression (@ unique facet of Portuguese wines
given the preponderance of native grapes). Keen 1o
reward the restraint which puts the emphasis on
drinkability and brings the Douro’s and Dao's
florality, fruit and minerality to the fore, the panel
marked down a significant number of wines for
being overripe, over-extracted or overoaked. The
Douro seems especially quick to release reds that
would benefit from more bottle-ageing to improve
tannin integration.

What should we keep an eye on?

The Douro Superior. The least known of the Douro’s
sub-regions scooped both Douro Trophies and has
seen a surge in plantings over the last decade. The
shadier, north-facing bank of the Douro between
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53z Vicants

| the river Coa and Spain (home 1o Casa Ferreirinha’s
Trophy winner, Quinta da Leda) is now lined with
drip-irrigated vineyards that have a distinct
advantage over the Cima Corgo and Baixo Corgo
sub-regions, given the Douro’s propensity to
drought. Bairrada is also emerging from the
shadows iollowing a major shake-up (non-local and
international grapes were permitted from 2003).
Though its entries were few and varietally diverse,
their common thread of structure, freshness and
persistence impressed the panel,

For Sarah Ahmed's full profile and a list of the Portugal
| fudges, see pé

See page 338 for UK stockists




PORTUGAL

Regional Trophies

WHITE UNDER £15 RED UNDER £15

Beyra, Vermiosa, Altitude Tagus Creek, Shiraz-
700 Mt, Beira Interior 2012 Trincadeira, Alentejano
(13%) 2012 i3.5%)

Fresh, fragrant and Riesling-
like with grassy, fresh, citrus
aromas and juicy star
anise-edged fruit with floral
notes. Tropical style with
lychee, tangerine zest,
acidity, and a guince and
lemaon finish.

UK £9.99; BoA, CkO, Crk, DBy, Rsv, TVD

Youthful style with a fleshy
black fruit nose. Raspberry
and blueberry with
chocolate notes on a

bright, fresh palate showing
a depth of flavour
uncommeaon for the price.
Extremely good value!

UK £5.99; Asd, CDr, Tes

For full profile, see p210 For full profile, see p211

RED DOURO UNDER £15 RED DOURO OVER £15
Castello d’Alba, Grande Casa Ferreirinha, Quinta
Reserva Vinhas Velhas, da Leda, Douro 2010 (4%)
Douro 2011 (4.5%) Fine, intense nose of cassis,

juicy dark fruit, red cherries
and blackcurrants. Violets,
soft spices, nutmeg and
well-integrated cedary oak
layered with very floral,
black forest-floor fruit and
chocolate. A big wine with a
long, sophisticated finish.
UK £32; Him, VdP

Lush, ripe plum and
blackberry-tart nose with
blackcurrants, vanilla and
floral violet hints. Lowvely,
lively peppery notes and
pure fruit quality on the
palate, with red and black fruits and fine
tfannins. Persistent, rich and complex.
UK £14.99; Ryn

For full profife, see p213

For full profife, see p212

{5 Gold ”‘E-ﬁﬂ“ ' Gold

FORTIFIED WHITE OVER £15 % red J fortified whit
- - = = ea whnite
Bacalhoa, Moscatel de S 3
4 Casa Agricola Alexandre Relvas, B.m:’lﬂ'lh,“ﬂ catel Roxo, Setibal
Setubal 2000 {18%) Montinha SSo Miguel, Alentejano 1““1(’13_5%]::
L'D".rE|‘_.f gnlden amber in 20012 (15.5%) A Setdbal with an electric chargs

Stunndng for the price, this is julcy and
Floral with excellent arip, layered
blueherry and cassis flavours and a
nice touch of oak

thraugh it. Slunning aromas of pesch
and bergamot, Fabulows acidity
complaments the syrupy richness,

colour. Spicy and sweet
with a dried orange peel

and golden-syrup bougquet,
and a faint whiff of furniture
polish. Rich, sleak palate of

spices, raisins, hazelnuts and *
hints of Grand Marnier, A long and

sumptuous finish.
UK £16.99; Vic

For full profile, see p215

See page 341 for US stockists

LIS 1 S|

Tesco, Finest®, Dowro 2007 (13%)
Frash, delicious fruits and lovely spicy
liguorice aromas. 'Well-balanced,
elegant, silky texture with gripon
mid-palate. Plenty of soft berry fruits.
Graat valua. UK £7.449; Tes

giving a lifted complexity,

Casa Ermelinda Freitas, Superior,
Moscatel de Sebibal 2005 (19%)
Biscuity with whiffs of mint tea on the
nose. Seville-orange marmalade,
clove and walnut flavours continue =

RETAIL PRICE BANDS: A - entry level, up to £7.99; B - mid-range,
EB-£14.99; C - premium, £15-£29.99; D - super-premium,
£30-£59.99; E - boutique/icon, E60+, Wines that were entered
without a price band were judged as being over £15
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to hold together into a long, dramatic
finish. LK E15 {S00ml}; AL

Secret Spot, Casco Vil 40 Years,
Moscatel do Doure NV (18%)

Edgy with a nose of apple brandy,
clove and marmalade. Palate raveals
zingy fruits above a lovely nutty
resonance. Prakty and lively from
start to finish, UK £50 (500mi); Eup

Campolargo, Arinto 201, Bairrada
2010 (1363 B

Mutty, fino Sherry noge with caramel
apples. Very complex palate, notes
of lemaon rind and smoky minerality
Fundky bt Fun.

Carmim, Regia Colheita Reserva,
Alentejo 2011 (13.5%) B

Papaya and star fruit with fascinating
smoky notes, & battery texture gives
axcellent strecture in this big, bokd
style, Excellent poténtial.

Caves Transmontanas, Vértice, Douro
2000 {13.5%) C

Rich and complas, balanced acidity,
wallintegrated, good-guality cak
with an enduring and enjovable linish,
DFJ Vinhos, Coreto Branco, Lisboa
2012 (12.5%)

An intriguing floral nose, and a brisk
acidity to keep the tropical fruit an
the palate from becoming too stodgy,
UK E7.99; ELL

DFJ Vinhos, Storks Landing, Lishoa
2012 {12.5%)

Good value here with stone fruit and
a hint of butteriness, Off-dry finish,
yet clean and crisp. UK £7.99; Tes
Espordp, Duas Castas, Alentejo 2012
143

A nuttiness balances the mandarimand |

REGIONAL TROPHY:
WHITE UNDER £15

Vermiosa,
Altitude 700 Mt,
Beira Interior 2012

SPLIT BETWEEN COASTAL and mountainous
regions, northern Portugal’s white wines are
among the country’s freshest and most
mineral. Surrounded by the Estrela, Marofa
and Malcata mountains and sat 400m=700m
above sea level, Beira Interior DOC is well
placed to lure Riesling lovers off the beaten
track — especially with its heritage of old-vine
native grapes (Siria and Fonte Cal) and the
rugged granite and schist quartz-streaked
soils to which they are so well adapted.

Two years ago, this combination tempted
winemaker Bui Madeira (piciured) 1o return to
the region where he had spent his school
holidays, and acquire the winery in the village
of Vermiosa where he worked his first harvest
in 1987, Madeira makes three blends of Siria
and Fonte Cal, but considers this exuberantly

210 | DWWA 2013 -«

| lemon grass, Fruit persists from start
to finish, Excellent Portuguess take
on Semillon/Sauvignon. UK £10.95;
B&J, Cmb, Coe, GGr
Herdade do Espordo, Verdelho,
Alentejo 2012 (13.5%)
Fresh-cul apple, aromatic citrus and
pear drop nose. A hint of residual
sugar gives weight against a zingy
acicity, UK £8.95-£11.99: B8, Coa,
GG WS
Herdade do Peso, Vinha do Monte,
Alentejano 20012 (12.6%)
A medd of citres, guava, mango and
tinned pears. Lovely perfurmed nose
in astraightforward and modem
style. UK £8.49; vdp
Marks & Spencer, Alvarinho, Vinho
WVerde 2012 (12,5%)
Pleasant, fresh aromas with fragrant
apple and pear notes. Lovely stone
fruit flawowrs. Clean and kong finish.
Expressive. UK £10.99; MES
S0 Domingos, Vinho Branco,
Balrrada 2002 (13.5%)
Lively and ardmiatic, hints of peach
that Follow thraugh on a frash, bright
palate. Minaral edge. UK £6.40; Pgl
Solar de Cambros, Casa de Cambres
Reserva, Douro 2002 (13%) A
Fine oak integration with ripe peach,
nectaring and lemeons, Superk acidity
and an interasting textuse, Bright and
elegant with depth,

Adega da Borba, Alentela 20012
(12.5%)8

Intensaiy aromatic, creamy red cherry
and strawberry flavours, Exciting,
zingy freshness with parsistant
minerality and length,

DECANTER

Guinta da Raza, Dom Diogo Padelrs,
Vinhio Verda 2002 (12%)

Showing hints of spice with bright,
fresh strawberry and raspherry. Some
weight but still crisp and clean finish.

2 Hrad

Adega de Borba, Montes Claros
Garrafeira, Alentajo 2009 (04.5%) C
dromat ol spicy, ripe cherries, vanilla,
toast and coffes. Lovely sweet,
intense frults, balanced by the riaht
amount of tanning., Long, fresh finish
Adega de Borba, Senses Syrah,
flenbejano 2011 (14%) B
Strawberries and red bermes, Peppery
and coonl with nice density. Has frud,
acidity and oak to last and improve.
Adega Mayor, 8, Alentejano 2008
(14.5%)

Sweet cherries, cocoa, figs and raisins
on nose. Great fruit core with fresh
atidity. Harmonious. UK EBO; Akl
Anténio Lopes Ribeiro, Bela-Luz,
Dours 2010 (14%) B

Cassis, minly and Horal nose. Crunchy,
vibrant fruits, ripe plums, blackberry,
balanced well with fresh acidity and
sraoth tanning. Lovely,

Ataide Semedo, Reserva Tourlga
Nacional - Baga, Bairrada 2011
(13.5%) B

Young Baga noticeable on the nose,
Lovely summer red frudts, a nicely
integrated patate, Juicy and clean
with mineral notes.

Campolargo, Calda Bordaleza,
Bairrada 2008 (14.5%) C

Lead pencil and cassis nose. Red
cherry and chocolate flavoursina
juicy, sappy palate.Interesting and
atypical for the region.

aromatic cuvée ‘a “classico”, as it is the most
uncaked, pure style [ can get from the area’,

The grapes were hand harvested over three
weeks from the last week of September, from
vinevards at an average altitude of 700m. Cool
nights sicwed the ripening process, resuliing
in intense flavour and racy acidity. Adding
‘personality and bone' to the fruitier Siria, the
old native Fonte Cal in this blend sits well
with Madeira’s belief that in Portugal "we
need Lo adapt (o international consumers, but
never kose our identity'. Sarah Ahmed

iCasa Ermelinda Freitas, Alicante
Bouschet, Peninsula de Setdbal 2010
(14%:B
Developed, savoury nose, with lhvely,
energetic palate, Wild berry core,
smoky, cedary highfights, Ripe, fine
tannins glve a polished findsh,
Casa Ermelinda Freftas, Valorasa,
Peninsula de Setdbal 20Mm{15% B
Explosive blackourrant, cassls and
wanilla fose. Very dense and wey
waundg, plready showsng some charm,
Mice eucaiyptus note an the end,
Castelinho, Premium, Douro 2008
(14%) €
Minty and intense berries. IMpressive
tannins with a full mawth of plums and
cloves. Very long and pleasant finish.
Cawvas do Solar de 530 Domingos,
Colheita, Do 2009 (13.5%)
Clean, pure cherry and redcurrant
abundant on the nose and foliowing
on to the palate. Engoyable and
extremely good valus. UK E7; Pgl
Comenda, Grande Reserva,
Alentejano 2008 (15%) C
Aromas of violets and orange
blossam. Meat, tomatoes and dried
heros henesath blackourrants. Sinewy
tannins with some minerality to finish.
Cortes de Cima, Homenagem a Hans
Christian Andersen, Alentejana 2010
[1a%)
Gireat nose with smokiness and
spaciness, Loks of rlpe berry frult,
Lowedy full mouth; very pleasant with
lomg length,
Cortes de Cima, Touriga Macional,
dlentejano 2008 (14%)
Liguorice, anisaad and ripe red
berries with a chocolatey character
and & lovely balanse of tanning and
acidity. Sophisticated.
Donzel, Reserva Tinto, Doura 2007
(4% B
Meaty, plummy, gamey nose wilh
herbal hints. Attractive, intenze palate
suppartad by ripe fruits and silky
tanmnins. Long finish.
Fiuza & Bright, 3 Castas, Tejo 2012
(13%)C
Classy, fresh wine. Strawberries and
raspberries are ripe with lovely
perfume, but maintain a lightness
uncamman in Portugusese reds,
Herdade das Servas, Colheita
Alentejana 2010
(14.5%) C

Fragrant eucalyptus with herbal/
garrigue notes, Complesx, intense and
lhviely cassis and raspherry. Has
developed some interesting spicy
notes and delicate tanning,

Herdade do Espordo, Guatro Castas,
dAlentejano 207 (14.5%)

Intense nose of [ulcy black charey ang
cinnamon, Flavours of strasberry,
cocod and black pepper with a wall-
structured body, UK £13.99; B&J, Co
Herdade do Rocim, Grande Rocim
Reserva, Alentejo 2009 (15.5%) A
Wadrn vanilla edge surfaunding
biackcurrant and Blackberrias. Tight
and compact with tannins oaly just
beginning ta lonsan.

Herdade dos Lagos, Vale de Camelos

Alentejano 2000 (13.5%) C
Intensaly floral Eari Grey nasa, Flavour

See page 338 for UK stockists



arpmas, Generous palate with rips
juicy fruits and freshness, Good finish,
Santa Vitdria, Touriga Hacional,
Alentejano 2000 (14%) C

Violats and ewcalyptus on the nose,
Intensa Touriga character with cocog,
red berries and fioral hints. Long
finish with sorme minerality.

S50 Domingos, Reserva, Beiras 2010
{13.5%)

Enjoyable cherry tomato hinks on the
nase. Fresh and feshy black fruits and
plums with &n intense finish. LK £7; Pgl
530 Miguel, Escolha dos Endlogos,
Alentelano 2071 (14%)

A glightly underripe graen nate
complemants tha rich rad berries and
vanifla and cacoa notes from aak.
Charming and poisad. UK £14.9%; Ryn
Tapada das Gaeiras, Gasiras Colheita
Selecionada, Lisboa 2011 (13%) B
Winlats, Earl Grey and arange blossam
arcund a redcurrant and raspbarry
base. Very good now, batter in & year.
Terrenus, Vinhas Yelhas Reserva,
Alantejano 2009 (14.5%)

Splcy with savoury notes on the nose.
Fruit ks robust, sweat and gefinad.
Tannins still powdery and can develop
racee, Drink now, DUL promises moss.
UK £29.90; W50

Terrus, Reserva, Douro 2008 (14%) C
Clean and exciting nose of nutmeg,
clgar box, black pepper and pencl
naotes, Love the spiciness. Classic!

REGIONAL TROPHY:
RED DOURO UNDER £15

Tiago Cabago, Blog, Alentejano 2010
{14.5%)C

Wiolat and black cherries on spicy
nose, Frash, fruity, mouthwatering
palate, balanced nicely with powdeary
tannins. Lang finish. Beautiful.
Veértice, Grande Reserva, Douro 2008
{14%)1C

Dark berries, cocoa and vanilla
aromas. Lovely freshnass, layerad
combination of fruit, oak and mingral
components on the palate. Long.
Vista, TR Tinta Roriz, Beiras 20T
{15.5%) A

Fresh, lifted rich plum fruit. Cinnamon
natas and gentle tannins with lovaly
minerality. Delicious, maraish and
great value,

~Silver
fortified white

Adega de Favakos, Moscatel, Douro
{17%B

Crange blossom, barley sugar and
créme caramel. Flavours of conked
apples and pears yal maintains
reshness, Cuite sirnple but dane weall,
Adega de Favaios, Moscatel 10 Anos,
Dowre (175 C

Lovely balance of saed notes and
freshness onthe nose. Honey, raising,
nuts and Christmas pedding on the
palate wot as stunning freshngss,

Adega de Favaios, Moscatel Colheita,
Dowro 1980 (17.5%) D

Intense old cognac nosea with nartty,
spicy tones and a mineral finish, Good
structure allows complexity to shine
From start to finish.

fAdega de Favaios, Moscatel Reserva,
Doura 2007 (17%) B

Hints of caramelised oranges that
Flow through on to the palate.
Chestnuts, ginger, almonds and
cinnamon. Tasty and juicy.

Bacalha, Moscatel de Setubal
Caolheita, Setdbal 2008 (17.5%) B
Slight toffee and caramel sweeknass
with tamgy citrus notes, Floral and
arange palate with a long length.
Sivipa, Moscatel Setibal, Peninsula
de Satibal 2011 (17%} B

Crrangs Bossom and roses an the
nosea, A delicious and frash style.
Marmalade and apricol jam in & glass.

Bronze

Adega Cooperativa de Vala de
Cambra, Branco, Vinho Verde 2012
[E2.5%) A

Lovely perfumed aromas, Good,
roumsded palate with exotic peach
fruits and clean acidity, Friendly, juicy.
Adega de Favabes, Douns 2002 (13%) A&
& crisp gooseborry plays well with

region) and was made in 2011, a hot vear
highly rated for vintage Port. How sof Madeira,
whao grew up in this part of the Douro and

212

Castello d’Alba, Grande

Reserva Vinhas Velhas,
Douro 2011

WIMEMAKER BUI MADEIRA scooped two
DWWA Trophies this year. It is hard to think
of two more contrasting wines than this
concentrated, full-bodied Douro red from
Port country and Beyra Vermiosa Altitude
F00 Mt 2012 (zee p209), Yet there are common
threads: both are sourced from native grape
varieties, old vines and mountainous terrain.
What's more, like the Bevra, this wineg's
freshness, fruit purity and perfume are
marked even though it comes from Douro
Superior (the Douro’s driest, hottest sub-

| DWWA 2013 » DECANTER

co-founded Vinhos Douro Superior (VD3] in
1999 explains, “with a good selection of
vineyards, even in the hottest vintages we can
get a lot of fruit and purity; for freshness, we
play with grape varieties, altitude, solar
exposure and terraces”. This is why VDS owns
37ha of vineyards and sources grapes from
another 200ha: ‘I'm always looking for north-
facing vineyvards that allow you to get higher
acid content as well as less raisined grapes’,

As for the lead varieties, Madeira adds
“Touriga Franca gives rock rose character, as
well as elegant and sweet tannins; Touriga
Macional supplies fresh notes — bergamod,
basil = as well as black fruit; while Sousho adds
acidity and power’. SA

Muscat aromas. Subdwed ginger spice
nates, fresh fimish,

Adega de Pegdes, Arinto-
Chardonnay, Peninsula de Setibal
20M(13%B

Rich lime with peach and pear flavour
& creamy vanilka note an the finish,
Adega de Pegbes, Colheita
Selecclonada, Peninsula de Setibal
2002 13%0 A

Interasting paach nosa with Wobacco
and honey, Follows on 1o the palata,
Adega de Vila Real, Colheita, Douro
2012 12%0 A

Green apple. pear, a touch of tropical
fruit. Fresh acidity and a clean finish.

| Adegade Vila Real, Resarva, Douro

2002 C13%) A
Ripe apricot with coconut notes.
Shightiy waxy but clean acidity.

| #dmond, spice on the finish.

Adega Mayor, Reserva do
Comendador, Alentejanc 2011 (13%)
Lime and tropical fruit base. Oak
apgeing gives chewiness, with great
acidity and mineral notes. UK E19; AtL
Agro Baboréu, Terra Sihvestre, Do Tejo
20012(12.5%)B

[ Clean, crisp, fruity and attractve,

Some minerality and residual sugar.
Fineapple and leman finish,

dveleds, Ahvarinho, Minho 2012
[12.5%) 8

‘Yery aromatic with peach and golden
apples, Floral hints more expressive
on the palate,
Bacalhda, JP Azeitho White,
Peninsula de Setdbal 20012 (13%)
dromatic hichee, gentle fruit and
healthy ackdity. Clean, with a pleasant
firish, WK E7.49: CBC, FEP Lan
Bacalhiba Vinhos de Portugal, Quinta
dos Lorides, Lishoa 201 (12.5%) B
Vibrant with same honeyed tones,
Fresh acidily with peach and apricat
notes. Slight warmth at the end.
Beyra, Reserva, Beira Interior 2012
(12.5%) B

Good cak integration with lermnon-lima
fruits, a touch of pepper an the end.
Carm, Maria Lourdes, Douro 2011 (13%)
Crvertly powerful oak, but tempered
by equally powerful acidity and stone
fruit flavours, UK £31.25; DPW

Casa do Arrabalde, Casa Do
Arrabaide, Minho 2012 (12.5%) B
Pungent melon and peach with gresn
apple notes. Slightly nutty character
behind fruit on the palate,

Casa Ermelinda Freltas, Dona
Ermizlincla, Palmels 2012 (13.5%) B
Wery parfumed with oak onthe nose,
Citrus and peach flavouwrs yet a bit warm
Casa Ermelinda Freitas, Sauvignon
Blanc-Verdelho, Peninsula de Setdbal
20M{13.5%8

Harb and lime base with o bouch of
wakiness, Light oak adds & creamy
wanilla finish,

Casa Ermelinda Freitas, Terras Do Pd
Castas Chardonnay-Vioanier,
Peningula de Setibal 201 13.5%) B
Honeysuckle with a creamy lime coce.
Rich, long, persistent finish,

Casa Ferreirinha, Winha Granda,
Douro 20T (13.5%)

Compdex nose, and a concentrated
bedy of lemon and stone fruit lifted

See page 338 for UK stockists
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