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Decanter PANEL TASTING

PREMIUM RED RIOJA

The results

The only criticism of this line-up was that the judges couldn’t cope with so many top
wines! Christelle Guibert reports on Decanter’s most successful tasting for years

WITH 508 OF wines Highly Recommended and sbove,
and st two faling to it 3t kst the Recommended
mark, this daubtodty homost Docanier
panal tasting of the past docada

1t was outstanding for S0 many reason.” sid Peme
Mansour Becouse of the quaity, bocausa it showsd
how brlont Riga s at radtional styles but aso na
modem gutse, Bocauss it showed both cisic biends

and ako Rdols’ sowith vanetals '
Disprte the Sk, D [U9RS fourd the bwo-ay
tasing axtremoly CIffiault, but for Your

“It sbowed bow brilliant Rioja is
at traditional styles, but also in a
modern guise’ e Mansaw

bt rot for averybody. They it aperoncod wine
lovers who enjoy subticty and nusnce, nol power
Marsour found 2 fow wings that waro quite ooy But
mmwﬂummnmmmm Evars foit
s ware landing wood e clegartly, beth

bty carnot cope with So many good wings, mid fedro
Baliestorns Tormes MW, You have 3 duty to ovakaie
these 5 in the best possible wayy, But withsuch
[omphax wings you need 3 lot of concontration”

¥ thare was 2 complaint the tasters strupgied o sae
a dstinchon botwedn the crianza and resanva Gitogones
Crianzaard reserva are commercalabels " sid
Baflestoros Tormes. ‘Wihat & reserva? In many cses, for
the chaaper wines, & & just 3 crianza that you dicnt ol
kst yaar, This should be foridden. Sarsh Jane Evans
MW agreed: Whin you have a bodega’s 207 crianza
which & Mo Sme age & its 207 resra, you wonder
wity they are St sing the CTiangal” Mancour, howevar,
foit the torminclogy was stil roksvant. 'One producer's
crianz might ba anofher's resarva, Once younda
produces whose style you be, you shouls just follow
that producer rather than the age Gitegory.”

This jury aiso foR the gran resenas wem sometmes
too youthid. “When buyh ¥ou ink

WIT) Amencan and French ok, mainty thanks to using
rger-format barmois. Ealikesioros Tomes recakid: n e
past these winas would hawe boen drying out bocuss of
the cak mins, but thes & no longar he cse

Forwhat i tradtioraity 2 biend, Riok's vanetal wines
=3 relavaly rew SHogory - 2 Decoming very o,
Sid Evars. But it & another Gyor of confusion for
corgamers to deal with. R0k has to /e 3 way (o
opian that t @n do bknds, i cn do sngo-Gnetal
wines and ako shgle-vincyard wines. Producars should
be 2t o =y, "our Gamacha comes from this partioutr
vineyard in Qo Baa” Balesteros Tomes advised
Docantor raadirs not to fOCUE 50 Much on the grape
varetis, but 1o ook & the producers and prices ‘Get
nfor the style of wine -
wabigtes of your wing merchant,’ he S, “You may e
rounc, vetvety, 5ot 1005 Temprandios. Mayte you prater
the frulty, frosh styke of Gamacha, Porhaps you enjoy the

youare buying 3 wine that & airady 5o oid that its the.
periact 3me to drink it,” sid Evare. But in Gt we Beted
raty winas which had ot of enengy and are golng to
lastanother 20 years” Balestorss summedup the
Gategory welt 'Gran rezerva Riok &3 very cRssic,
dishinct style of wine. Thay 3re DORgOOLE, UNigUE Wines

The judges

of Graciano. O you lowe 2 tracibongl blend,
Dacide your sty first, then go By producer and price.
With more than £5% of thesa wings under £30, Bk
tating shows Ricia's strength: diversity, reikabiity and
value. Balesteros Tormes summod up the Lsting nical:
ryou hawe £20 i your pockat, bat on RoR. There'sa
vary high Bkaiihood of gatting 3 lot of pleasure In return

The scores
191 wines tasted

Outstanding ss o

Finca Nucva, Gran Reserva 2004

Decantor avarage scorec 96/100pts Indhidual judges’ scores:
Pedro Bailestoros Torres MW 02 Sarah Jane Evars MW 35

Piarrs Mansour %

£30.99 awtrmre wos coten

Miguai Angel de Grogorio, one of the grast revelutionaries who pushed
for modemity In Riga, & the man behind Fing Nugva, He 3im 2t the
et i bo ook the hestory of Ringa by Crasling WIns in the Spe of
s great, okd botties. D Gregono &3 staunch defondar of SIToK - Fom
his basic wines to the iop sngie vineyards. This is s s

Piganos, La Nicta 2014 9151 oma7
EET corrt 30

One of Morcos Eguren’s mastorpieces. La Wieta 5.3 small 175ha
whayard in Riog Avass wharo Tempranilo on joamy, shafiow sofs i
cutiatod Slodyramicsly, Vines struggie 1o survive 1 this poor sarth,
their iow vigour ONInG out tity yieics of dedciowusty sontod rult. The
win &5 madk In 3 cadar carved In the coid rock balow the vinayards, n
an aimost rligious attompt to Cpbure the cssence of the tamor.

PET Backbermy it and derse, baancos ook make the an mared by

e his sialiar Finca Alonde, and the At vintage of the Gran Resena
Pedro Ballestoros Torres MW A rich, savoury campia that i amasngly
corcantrated. The firtsh 15 memcorabie anc long, showng that e wing
s graat complenaty. A taly super Boga that fings fneand tre.

Saran Jane Evans MW Fng osk charactors on th noso and paste mold
Wi aniseod and red MURS It i iy, succuient

ane wing. R E 3 tre eatract of cld-ving
Temgranio, superb in &3 ength and wholkshaartedyy desorving of the
tighest mane.

SUE A bouguet full of dark fod frusts makes this 2 kovely, seducivg
caprezsion of Tempranio. Ecoutinagly reined, this iz an entiang Riga
from Alavesa. &t does itssif proud with its groat fires=s, long dnishand

and vanii. This retains s youth well and ondts with 3 super-long insh.

Plarra Mansour Full of smoky notes and socondary ity cak R
dersa and iImmeneoly Sitsfying yot <2l ewolving, =o 1t cearly faea lot
togive. Ther i no doubt It this will contiraue 20 irepire and Improve.

Dk 2017-2037 Akcobol 145

Pedro Ballesteros TorresMW | Sarah Jane Evans MW
Eafestoros Tomes & - Evansisco-Charar Mansour spont four
DWW Ropional the DWWA and Fears weh marchant
co-Char for Spainand formes co-Rogionat Borry Bros & Rudd
Shemry. ke has studed Chair for Spain inth e a0 mrocuction
i Jorez, Burgundy; Bakestores Tomes o the wine tradk 9
Napa and Sordeair, () Ar ardod 1955 with the Antique
v andAssa masters Journaist avdwine Wine Company: He
' dograe i vREwture wretr snco the 5805 § complotodthe WSET
andocnoogy. A shebocame a Masior dplama i 1996
columnis Ff Spai's Vinoy Gaetronomiaand | of Wing 2006 In 2000 Evans was kmiphtod | Sarbne joining wing wisitor contro Vinopods 25
Plancta Vino magasines, he son dhecounciar | iato the Gran Ordon do Cabaloros ool Vino oy | Lastngs In 2000 he e
the Institude of Mastors of Wing, and the sanvices fo Spansh wing, bocoming char orthe | Wine Sooity, before faking on the rofe of
povorning board o the Spansh Tastors Unibn. | Instfutoor Mastors of Winoin 2004 Shewas | Buperin 2004, Ho currenily buys The Sockty's
iwestod 2 3 Dama oo Abando it RS SDINER Wings, Among othor
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Bodegas de La
Finca Montevicjo 2012 95 rersesieasem sz
£27 Dowps Wi Macapts, Tha etrer

A sl amiy-owned winary, one of tha oidest in Riog, now in s Afth

uesa, Valserrano

at Ficfa Al It makes most of k3 wing

Trom £s own vineyards - this comas Mom 2 snghs 5ilte plartod more

aracior.

ﬂls:nanounmmmm of wondormul, vanika-tdn new cak
blackbamy notes. The paste i

Mummmsn: there i real darity here and some ssamicesly

niegrated ripe tannirs.

Drirk 20072028 Alc 14 550

Campo Vicjo, Dominio 2011

95 PBT 95506 05PN 05

mw““l

Carmpo Vi, 3 30-milon bottie whary ownod by Femod Ricard, &

nown 35 3 spermarkat wng in he UK, but thisis £5 top botting. The
wing, from five sofciod plols of wory oid vins. i crefully made n

than 60 yoars 200 with Tempraniio and 2 bit of Garnacha ano.
High-Sach mnamalang and ageing for two years In French oak barrdls

ool vats attention to detail Blanded and aged i Fronch
ook barreis for T mosths. Winamaker Elena Adel| describes R =
% and an astube kewed of C

PET Tha degant, oS opon up with power
the mouth, gving an expiogion of Aavour on top of vary fnaly grined
tnnire. A top-quaity RioR with real charsma

SJE Bockbarmies and sour charmes cost the mouth. | 5 dense and
rasonant - 2 wina that & Al of Bo and anorgy. The length & hupily
Impressive, taking you right through onto 2 It of freshness at theend.
PM A zmoky, *-boded Riogs that hae notabie structure. The mus
Charactar s QENQIDUS, Fesulting I 3 Powenul ane Synamic wing mith
the acdity bo bang it 3l naatly togathar,

Drink 20172024 NcBY

PET The unigue baiance that this wine dispiays gives it 3 grat
apremon mth unsspectod longth an suthentic xzertion of dylkeand
torroir, A Signahure wing with 2 captivating porsonailty.

SJE Rach and bald, but not too weighty, ths & 3 ripe Mol with 2l the
c=ical style you wart. The gentie notes of cak are well tuned 1o the
bisckbomy Aavours and It shows ral far.

P Tharming hints of keather and Spice 0o rom the concontrated
past, but it s wel balanced with great prosance. Thisis awel-
propor fuctred wne

Deink 2017-2027 Ak 11.5% >
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